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Photos by Andrea Hohenforst

Snow Makes Unauthorized Landing
Several inches of snow made an unauthorized landing at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen on Jan. 16, 2013. Base support and maintenance personnel swiftly moved into 
action to clear the snow off the flightline and de-ice the jets, so the E-3A Component could continue AWACS flying operations with a minimal delay. 

From Maj. Gen. Jochen Both
Commander NAEW&C FC

On Jan. 15 of this year, members of 
the NATO Airborne Early Warning & 
Control Force team at Geilenkirchen 
and Mazar-e Sharif celebrated the 
second anniversary of providing the 
NE-3A capability to International 
Security Assistance Force in 
Afghanistan. 

Of the 732 total missions tasked as 
part of Operation Afghan Assist, we 
have flown an incredible 702! Given 
the challenges and complexities of 

operating our aircraft in Afghanistan, 
this mission success rate is a truly 
astonishing testament to your 
professionalism and dedication and 
the tremendous support of your 
families and loved ones.

 As a decisive enabler for air to 
surface integration in theatre, 
the E-3A’s contribution has been 
recognised at the highest level of 
NATO and you should be rightfully 
proud of our achievements. 

 
As Afghanistan and the ISAF 

mission moves forward through 

transition we enter a critical stage 
of the campaign. Amidst the 
realignment of Forces and evolution 
of the mission in Afghanistan, 
NATO forces will be exposed to new 
opportunities but also new risks. 

It is therefore critical that 
we continue to maintain our 
concentration and focus on the 
mission. 

Every one of us has a part to play in 
safely and effectively delivering the 
capability to our NATO commanders 
and assuring, through the timely 

provision of air power, the safety  
of our soldiers on the ground. 

In doing so we must keep ourselves 
safe, on the ground as well as in 
the air - there can be no room for 
complacency. 

Thanks again for your tremendous 
efforts and I salute this significant 
milestone in the history of the Force’s 
contribution to ISAF and NATO.

 
Your OAA contribution: A mission 

– well done! Keep up the great work 
and many happy landings!

FCC commends Component for OAA achievements
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THE NORWEGIAN VIKING PARTY
2013

8 MARCH 19:00, E-3A CLUB

GRAB A NORWEGIAN VIKING FOR TICKETS (AVAILABLE 1 FEBRUARY) 
15 € INCLUDES PERFORMANCE, DINNER AND BEVERAGES

DRESS CODE: VIKING OR CASUAL

”NEVER WALK
AWAY FROM HOME
AHEAD OF YOUR AXE AND
SWORD.
YOU CAN´T FEEL A BATTLE
IN YOUR BONES
OR FORESEE A FIGHT.”
-HÅVAMÅL-

TICKETS WILL BE SOLD TO
ID CARD HOLDERS ONLY!

w w w . p e t r a - g u e s t h o u s e . c o m

petra.goertz@yahoo.deVisit my website www.petra-guesthouse.com to 
view a wide range of images from the guesthouse

The guesthouse 
in bungalow style
Attached to a luxurious main house. 
2 Bedrooms for singles and 
families in a noble residential area, 
fully exclusively equipped.
Self-evident for you:
desk corner with DSL flat rate, washer, dryer, dishwasher,  
big flat tv (400 programmes), dvd, babybed, high chair.

Around 200-500 meters:
restaurants, super 
markets, chemist’s 
shop etc. New invested 
public children’s play-
ground on the opposite 
side of the street.

New style
Lounge furniture in 
your own private  
fenced garden. 
Pets allowed.

always a little bit more

For information/reservation call Petra Goertz
phone +49 (0)177 8808882 or +49 (0)2451 64957

Top location in Geilenkirchen
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•	for	singles	and	families
•	free	Internet	-	Desk	corner
•	free	English	speaking	TV	

on	a	big	flat	TV
•	exclusively	fully	equipped
•	7	minutes	from	NATO	Air	Base
•	2	minutes	from	Canadian	Base
•	special	offer	for	long	term	

visitors

Altes Brauhaus
temporary

lodging

family-friendly accommodation 
for short or long-term stays.
Member
Professional
Association
of Innkeepers
International

Apartments feature:

•	With	or	Without	Kitchen
•	TV/DVD	player	and	hundreds	 

of titles
•	English	language	programming	 
with	SKY	Satellite

•	Free	wireless,	local	and	inter-
national	calling

Free	washer	&	dryer
Sauna	/	Tanning	Bed	/	Aerobics	
Trainer/Weight	Machine

Brauereistraße	4
Gangelt-Langbroich

+	49	(0)2454	936555
Brauhaus@langbro.de

www.langbro.de

Complimentary	
coffee	&	tea	bar

Special Promotion:
Book now and receive

FREE CAR RENTAL
with minimum 10-night stay*

* Visit  
   www.langbro.de   
   for details and restrictions
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Sustaining operational focus in 2013
This month, the Component 

marked two years of sustained 
deployed operations in support of 
Operation Afghan Assist. I recognize 
the challenges of continued 
operational deployments and what 
is asked from every member of 
the Component and your families. 
Despite these challenges, the 
Component has established an 
incredibly high level of success in this 
operation. I want to thank each of 
you for the contribution you make  
to ensure the continued success of 
this operation. 

As I look forward through 2013, 
the sustainment of our deployment 
tempo and supporting Operation 

Afghan Assist will continue to be the 
primary focus of the Component. 
To better enable us to sustain the 
operation I have placed an increased 
effort on long range planning 
to enable each member of the 
Component to have insight into the 
deployment taskings throughout the 
year. My goal in doing this is to inject 
stability into the ongoing operation 
to allow each member of the 
Component to plan for operational 
commitments and be ready to  
deploy when scheduled. 

Beyond Operation Afghan Assist, 
2013 will be another busy year for 
the Component in terms of training 
and exercises. As a key component 

of the NATO Response Force it is 
important to maintain our readiness 
and be able to support a full range of 
NATO operations. Our participation 
in NATO exercises throughout 2013 
will help sustain our readiness and 
increase the confidence of NATO 
Commanders in their premier C2 
capability within the NATO force. 

Although 2013 is certain to be 
another busy year, I am working 
hard to ensure we still have plenty 
of opportunities to take time out 
and have fun. I look forward to 
seeing you at the Altweiberfastnacht 
celebration in February and hope you 
are planning to bring your family to 
the annual International Children’s 

Festival on April 20th. We have a 
wonderful opportunity to share in 
each others cultures and traditions 
here at the Component and I look 
forward to having some fun this year!

As always, as your Commander, 
I look forward to hearing your 
feedback on what we can do together 
to ensure our operational readiness 
within the Component through 2013. 

By Capt. Jesse McGrath

The Canadian Contingent held 
a medals parade to recognize 
and present our members who 
contributed to Operation Unified 
Protector. 

Ten Canadian airmen were 
presented with the NATO Non-Article 
V Medal Dec. 11, 2012, at the E-3A 
Club on NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen, 
Germeny. 

Brig. Gen. Matte, director of 
Strategic Planning at SHAPE, 
presented the OUP Medal to the 
following individuals: Maj. Beck,  
Lt. Col. Kinnear, Capt. Fillmore,  
Maj. McLeod, Capt. Gilbert,  
Capt. Numbers, Capt. Stewart, 
Master Warrant Officer Spragg,  
Sgt. Smith and Master Cpl. Carr.

Operation Unified Protector, 
which is more commonly referred 
to as OUP, was the United Nations 
mandated mission to protect the 
people of Libya as well as enforcing 
the no-fly zone and the arms 
embargo and ended on Oct. 31, 2011. 

OUP was also the first combined 
operation with the Waddington-
based E-3D and NATO E-3A being 
stationed at FOB Trapani. 

During this seven month operation, 
the NATO E-3A flew 247 sorties, 
totaling 2125 flying hours and an on-
station success rate of 102 percent!

Canadian Contingent presented NATO Medals for Operation Unified Protector

Photo by Andrea Hohenforst
General Matte presents a medal to 
Captain Fillmore for his contributions 
to Operation Unified Protector. 
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By Maj. Cort Stargell

One of the CIS Squadron’s goals 
for 2013 is to improve our Customer 
Service by streamlining our 
processes and utilizing technological 
advancements. We are incorporating 
Infrastructure Technology 
Infrastructure Library (ITIL®) 
processes into our everyday mission 
to facilitate changes necessary to 
provide you with quality support for 
your mission. What is ITIL®? 

It is a best practice guide used 
worldwide for continual measurement 
and improvement in the quality of IT 
services. What does this mean to you 
as the customer? The CIS Squadron 
will continue to improve our way of 
doing business in order to provide you 
with outstanding customer service 
and technical support.

With that being said, a major 
upgrade to Windows 7 and Microsoft 
Office 2010 is coming in the next few 
months and we would like to pass 
on some important information to 
you so that the mission continues 
on without too much interruption 
during the upgrade. AIS, formerly 
CBASS, will be the first network to 
be upgraded followed by BASS. Here 
are some things you can do to help 
ensure data is not lost on your AIS 
computer or hard drive:

1. Ensure ALL files you want to keep 
are moved to or stored on your home 
drive. This is located on the server 
and backed up regularly. Any files left 
on the computer will be wiped when 
the new operating system is loaded 
onto the computer.

2. At a time to be determined 
later, we will ask you to leave your 
computer on so we can scan the 
network to see what programs you 
are using. This will help us create 
a better image to load onto your 
computer and help you get back 
online in a shorter timeframe.

3. Contact the CSD at extension 
3355 for any questions regarding 

Windows 7/Microsoft Office 2010 
migration preparation or visit our 
SharePoint site by clicking on the 
Consolidated Service Desk link at the 
bottom of the Component homepage 
on BASS.

Customer Self Help Tips:

DM5 error - Have you seen this 
error before? This usually occurs 
when trying to open a DM5 Word 
document – the so called “438 error.” 
The fix for this error is: In Microsoft 
Word, click on the “Tools” menu, 
then select “Templates and Add-ins…” 
and ensure “DMWord03PI.dot” is 
checked.

Slowing Down the Network – 
Did you know the consequence of 
sending email with one or more 
attachments, in particular, large 
attachments, such as pictures 

or photographs to a number 
of addressees, especially group 
addressees, is the slowing down 
or causing of bottle necks on the 
network. 

This is especially true on Local Area 
Networks (LANs) such as BASS. 

Imagine you send an email on 
BASS with an 800Kb attachment to 
a group address with 200 recipients. 
Then compound that with the “out 
of office” responses, mail receipts, 
and mail forwarding. This has been 
known to happen with a number 
of attachments being sent to over 
600 addressees, causing significant 
bottlenecks.

The correct way to bring large 
files to the attention of others is to 
ensure the files are saved to a “File 
Share” on one of the Wing File Share 
servers, and that the relevant access 
permissions are granted. Then copy 
the link (usually shown in the address 
bar of Windows Explorer), and paste 
the link in to your email adding, if 
you wish “ \nameoffile.doc”. 

Now you help the CIS to keep 
networks from slowing down! Still 
not sure, contact the CSD ext 3355.

CIS Squadron Comm Chat

Text and Photo by Bill de Koning

When you are focused on the mission, time flies by rapidly and due to the good spirit it’s enjoyable to be at Mazar-e Sharif, Afghanistan, with so many of my fellow 
Component members. There are about a hundred of us here and everything is going well thanks to the superb leaderships of the Force Element Commander Lt. Col. 
Douglas Fairley. During the holidays, we received several nice surprises including a few inches of snow fall from Mother Nature. Just before Christmas Day, all of us 
received a handwritten Merry Christmas card by Mrs. Mueller and a card from the Civilian Staff Association for our deployed civilians. We also received a carrier full 
of goodies, which was really appreciated. So, from all of us at MeS, we would like to say “thank you” and “Happy New Year”!

Happy New Year from MeS

NATO and Partners’ Chiefs 
of Defence will gather at NATO 
Headquarters for the first Military 
Committee in Chiefs of Defence 
format of 2013. General Knud Bartels, 
Chairman of the Military Committee, 
will chair the discussions on NATO 
Transformation post 2014, Afghanistan, 
and partner-ship. Admiral Jim Stavridis, 
Supreme Allied Commander, Europe 
and General Jean-Paul Paloméros, 
Supreme Allied Commander, 
Transformation will support sessions 
with their insights.

The 168th NATO Chiefs of 
Defence meeting will begin with 
a session with the CHODS from 
the Mediterranean Dialogue (MD) 
partner countries.  

The second session will focus on 
Afghanistan. General John Allen, 
Commander of the International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF), 
will brief NATO and Partners on 
the current situation and progress 
of transition to Afghan security 
lead. Subsequently, the Military 

Committee will be updated on the 
development of the planning for the 
post 2014 mission to train, advise and 
assist Afghan security forces.

In their respective meeting formats, 
the Chiefs of Defence of Russia and 
Euro Atlantic Partnership Countries 
will discuss military-to-military 
cooperation in support of NATO core 
tasks and emerging security challenges. 
On Thursday, the Military Committee 
will review the progress of the NATO 
Mission in Kosovo and other current 

NATO operations, including counter 
piracy. Other sessions will be dedicated 
to setting out a coherent roadmap for 
military transformation, with  Smart 
Defence and the Connected Forces 
Initiative as core tools.

The aim throughout the two days 
will be to ensure that the NATO 
military structures and capabilities 
remain fit for purpose and matched 
to the core tasks of collective defence, 
crisis management and cooperative 
security.              (Source www.nato.int)

168th meeting of the NATO Chiefs of Defence
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By Maj. Trevor Antifave

On Jan. 13, the Canadian Tri-
Communities of Geilenkirchen, 
Niederheid, and Brunssum hosted 
their annual New Year’s Levée 
celebration at the E-3A Club. 

Approximately 300 NATO military, 
civilian and special guests enjoyed 
an afternoon of socializing and 
entertaining speeches, and great 
music by the USAFE band. The roots of 

this uniquely Canadian tradition have 
an unusual and interesting origin.

The word Levée is derived from the 
French verb “lever,” which means to 
rise. In the 1600’s, French aristocrats 
beginning with King Louis XIV (1643 
– 1715) instituted a custom where 
subjects were received in his dwelling 
just after the rising of the sun, hence 
“la levée du soleil.” This practice 
subsequently spread throughout 
Europe.

It was in Canada that the Levée 
became associated with New Year’s 
Day. The first recorded Levée in 
Canada was held on Jan. 1, 1646. 
In addition to shaking hands and 
wishing a Happy New Year to citizens 
presenting themselves, the Governor 
informed guests of significant events 
in the Mother Country, as well as 
the state of affairs within the colony. 
The Levée custom was continued 
by British Colonial Governors in 
Canada, and subsequently by both 
the Governor General and Lieutenant 
Governors. 

The Levée has a long tradition 
in the Canadian Forces as one of 
the activities associated with New 
Year’s Day. Military Commanders 
garrisoned throughout the vast 
expanse of Canada held local Levées 
since, as Commissioned Officers, they 
were expected to act on behalf of the 
Crown on such occasions. 

Today, the word Levée describes 
the receptions where as in former 
times, members of Government and 
various Canadian Forces units and 
Headquarters across Canada receive 
and greet visiting military and civilian 
guests in the convivial spirit of the 
first day of the New Year. 

It is an occasion to renew old 
acquaintances, to meet new friends 
and to exchange greetings and best 
wishes for the year ahead. 

Refreshments were clearly  
deemed an important element in  
the New Year’s festivities. Particularly 
in military messes, where it is 
customary to serve guests a beverage 
known as Moose Milk. 

The exact recipe is often guarded 
as “Top Secret” by various Canadian 
Forces units, which often fuel some 
humorous anecdotes. 

True to tradition, the 2013 New 
Year’s Levee at MOB Geilenkirchen 
did not disappoint. All those on 
hand enjoyed a wonderful Sunday 
afternoon amongst excellent food, 
drink and companionship. 

A special thanks goes out to the 
event organizers and volunteers, the 
USAFE band, our NATEX sponsor and 
the Base Support Services division for 
their help in making the event  
a success. 

On behalf of the Canadian Tri-
Community, I wish you a Happy New 
Year and all the best for 2013. 

The New Year’s Levée - A Canadian Tradition

From Forward Operating Base Aktion

Operation Active Endeavour is one 
of the article 5 NATO operations on 
anti-terrorism. The E-3A Component 
has played a significant role in 
this operation which has kept the 
Mediterranean Sea safe and provided 
shipping protection as well as the 
tracking and controlling of suspicious 
vessels. 

The success of OAE has not only 
demonstrated the Alliance’s solidarity 
but has also helped detect and deter 
any suspicious activity in the area.

OAE has created many benefits 
(security, stability and safety) for  
all trade and economic activity.  
The operation has also proven to  
be a continuous contributor to  
rescue situations.

In 2012, Forward Operating Base 
Aktion, Greece, was one of the 
main bases which contributed to 
this network-based operation. Fully 
supporting any given tasks, FOB 
Aktion personnel always managed to 
use the Component’s assets the best 
way possible to fulfill all missions.

 Their hard-work and dedication 
allowed the forward operating base 
to serve up one to three lines of 
operations per day.

Result of this continuous effort was 
a total of almost 100 “mission and 
safety first” OAE dedicated flying  
days during 2012.

All aircraft and personnel deployed 
to FOB Aktion received a high level of 
mission services and felt the original 
Greek hospitality while enjoying the 

high level of the base’s infrastructure 
and the beauty of the surrounding 
area.

“FOB Aktion will continue 
operating efficiently and intensively 
in order to assure OAE objectives 
will be met,” said Lt. Col. Panos 
Drakopoulos, FOB Aktion 
commander. “This will come from 
the optimal use of available resources 
in relation to the continuous 
Operational Risk Assessment process. 
On the other hand, I feel more than 
satisfied that not only our aircraft but 
also our people are safe and receive 
a great treatment, a feeling of home, 
when they are here.”

Just some days ago, the first E-3A 
and E-3D crews taxied into FOB 
Aktion’s parking ramp. To their 
surprise, the FOB commander was 

the one welcoming and marshalling 
their aircraft to a stop. 

This simple act is a display of 
the FOB’s team spirit in action and 
signifies the commander’s intentions 
of creating “espirit de corps” and 
a “one team, one task” mentality 
among FOB and deployed personnel 
for this year.

FOB Aktion directly contributes to success of OAE

FOB Aktion personnel serve the third tail of the shift.Photo by Maj. Rob van Leeuwen

Photo by Andrea Hohenforst
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By Capt. Dirk Müller and  
Maj. Thorsten Hinrichsen

Operation Nikolaus, or OPN, 
started in the 1980s when Squadron 
2 used to be called the “Canadian 
Squadron”. The idea was to invite 
children from orphanages and child 
care facilities in the local area to 
the base for a little bit of fun and 
Christmas cheer. 

The busy year 2012 required 
Squadron 2 to accomplish many 
‘Operations’, notably in Afghanistan, 
but Operation Nikolaus is something 
very special. So, to keep this famous 
tradition alive, 12 children between 
7 and 15 years of age, accompanied 
by three care-givers, from the Caritas 
Heimverbund Kreis Heinsberg visited 
the E-3A Component’s Squadron 2  
on Dec. 17, 2012.

All the visitors from the children’s 
home received a warm welcome to 
Squadron 2 from its commander,  
Lt. Col. Juan Romero, after which the 
squadron members sang ‘Jingle Bells’ 
as a welcoming song.

Full of laughter after the song and 
excited about the day, the children 
hopped on the battery-powered 
‘NATO Express’ train for a tour of 
the base, which ended at the Flight 
Simulator in Training Wing. After an 
introduction by Senior Master Sgt. 
Tschauner and a demonstration by 
Senior Master Sgt. Fillies, each child 
was allowed to perform AWACS 
takeoffs, landings and aerial refueling 
in the high tech simulator - not always 
successfully, but it was all good fun.

At lunchtime, the party headed for 
the Rotodome to eat currywurst and 
french fries. While they were enjoying 

their free meal, the children were 
already looking forward to the next 
event of the day, a trip to the flight line.

Since everyone had received flight 
deck instruction in the simulator, a 
tour of a real AWACS aircraft was 
essential. The kids had an hour-long 
opportunity to explore the plane. 
They checked out the seats, flight 
deck, crew bunks, oxygen masks and 
everything in between. They did so 
with great enthusiasm and, the entire 
time, the smiles on their faces grew 
bigger and bigger.

As an air base naturally has plenty 
of other facilities, they then visited 
the on-base fire department, where 
they saw the various fire-fighting 
vehicles. An airfield also needs a 
control tower, and during their visit 
the children were rewarded with a 
fantastic view and received fact-filled 
explanations from members of the 
flight safety team. While they were 
there, they watched the landing of 
an AWACS and a U.S. National Guard 
tanker, and enjoyed a closer look at 
both these aircraft.

Then the children made a visit 
to the guard dog team, where they 
had the chance to see these specially 
trained working dogs in action. Guard 
dogs can be very dangerous when 
ordered to attack, and this was shown 
by an impressive demonstration with 
a second dog handler wearing full 
protective gear and representing  
an intruder. 

However, the highlight of the day 
was yet to come. Back at Squadron 
2, the children attended a Christmas 
party with festive decorations 
and refreshments, which included 
cakes, lemonade and cherry cola. 

Then the children joyfully sang ‘Oh 
Tannenbaum’ to call Santa into the 
room to give them their presents. 
Santa, Lt. Olaf Kleinhans, entered the 
room and, thanks to good coordination 
with the care-givers, he was able to 
follow the German tradition of praising 
each child individually but also by 
pointing out aspects for improvement 
in the coming year.

Santa, and his elves, also handed out 
presents, which were selected from 
each child’s own wish list. Squadron 
2 established a soft drinks and candy 
bar sale in Afghanistan, collected 
donations, and used Squadron funds to 
acquire all the items on the children’s 
wish lists. The gifts more than fulfilled 

the children’s expectations and the 
shining eyes on their happy faces 
made this event really special one for 
the members of Squadron 2. All good 
things must come to an end and at  
5 p.m., it was unfortunately time to 
say goodbye, so several members of 
the Squadron insisted on travelling 
with the children to the main gate  
to bid them farewell.

The members of Squadron 2 felt 
blessed to have the opportunity 
to meet these wonderful children 
and enjoy the day with them. The 
squadron would also like to thank 
everyone who donated, contributed 
or helped set up to make a dream 
come true for these children.

Operation Nikolaus: Sqd 2 brings holiday cheer to local children

Children from the Caritas Heimverbund Kreis Heinsberg try on oxygen masks during a tour of an AWACS at the NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen, Germany, on Dec. 17, 2012.

Photo courtesy of Squadron 2

Photo by Staff Sgt. R. Michael Longoria
Santa, Lt. Olaf Kleinhans, praises a child and points out aspects for improvement in 
the coming year, a German Christmas tradition, during a base visit at the NATO Air 
Base Geilenkirchen, Germany, on Dec. 17, 2012.
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By Barb Toscano	
	
The International Wives Club’s 

(IWC) Fall and Winter events 
featured a children’s costume contest, 
a fascinating presentation on Turkish 
history, some cave exploration and a 
lively Italian New Years celebration. 
However, the IWC still has plenty of 
great events planned for the coming 
months.

The first event of the season was in 
October. The group of multinational 
women gathered for a warm of cup 
of coffee and a costume contest. The 
ladies arrived, children in tow, ready 
to reconnect with the 11 represented 
countries. The highlight of the 
morning was the children’s costume 
contest. Hearts melted as the little 
darlings strutted around dressed as 
cowboys, spiders and other wonderful 

characters. After much deliberation, 
the prize fell to a little pumpkin being 
carried by her mother. 

Turkish ladies dazzled the 
members and took the group to 
distant lands with their cultural 
display in November. Through 
aerial footage of the city of Istanbul 
and the surrounding countryside, 
the IWC was educated about the 
history of this fabulous region. The 
presentation showed the group how 
beautiful a blended religious culture 
can be, not to mention just how 
possible it is to mix the old and the 
new and create something great. If 
that wasn’t wonderful enough, the 
Turkish evening featured folk dancers 
showcasing their fancy footwork. 
Once the professionals had shown 
their stuff, the ladies were invited  
to see if they shared their talent. 

November was further filled by an 
IWC outing to the Valkenburg Caves 
for the 2012 Christmas Market. The 
ladies explored the ancient Roman 
caves while picking up specials gifts for 
friends and family. Various booths were 
constructed throughout the caves each 
selling a number of unique gifts like 
pieces of engravable sandstone.

 
In December, Italy took charge 

of 2012’s last event and invited the 
members to an authentic Italian New 
Year’s celebration. There was a nice 
meal of handmade food, a beautiful 
display of folk dancing and a festive 
atmosphere to keep the ladies warm 
and cheerful throughout the night.

The New Year rolled around and 
the IWC has plenty of events in store 
for 2013. Like the recent Masquerade 
organized by the Spanish ladies on 

Jan. 17, which taught us all about the 
origin of Carnival. A great start of the 
year and undoubtedly an example of 
the wonderful events to come.

In February, the Dutch and British 
ladies will join forces in an evening 
called ‘The Royals,’ which will remain 
a secret until the show takes place. 
That’s not all, though. 

In March, the American ladies will 
showcase the ‘Old West’ with a trip 
down Route 66, one of the most 
famous roads in America. In April, 
the Norwegian ladies will host a 
members-only bingo night, which 
offers a good chance at winning 
some nice prizes.

If you need more information on 
the upcoming events or how to sign 
up, email barb.toscano@hotmail.com.

International Wives Club keeps the fun rolling into the New Year

By Senior Master Sgt.  
Christopher Daniels

Winter weather poses risks for 
everyone no matter where they 
work. Snow and ice covered walking/
driving surfaces and increased 
hours of darkness amplify the risk 
of accidents. However, the dangers 
associated with these conditions can 
be reduced by taking some simple 
steps to ensure your safety and the 
safety of others around us. 

Visibility
With winter approaching we will 

find ourselves scraping, defrosting 
and defogging our vehicle’s windows. 
Visibility is one of the most important 
safety factors in keeping our 
roadways safe. Driving with snow, 
frost or steam covered windows 
limits your vision and creates  
a very dangerous situation  
for other motorists and pedestrians.

Use of Winter Tires
IAW the German Ministry of 

Traffic Affairs regulations for the 

use of winter tires in Germany have 
changed since 01 Dec 2010. The 
following applies:
•	Black ice, slippery surface of packed 

snow, ice- or frost slipperiness are 
part of winter weather conditions; 
during these weather conditions 
the use of winter tires is mandatory

•	Winter tires are all tires with a 
snowflake symbol and/or M+S 
tires with the same symbol and/or 
mountain pictogram. 

•	If you are involved in an accident 
or block traffic in icy conditions 
without proper tires, you can be 
fined and held responsible for 
certain damages regardless of fault.

The IMPs may deny access to NAB 
Geilenkirchen for vehicles not 
properly equipped.

Black ice & dirty roads
Beware of suddenly changing road 

conditions. In recent years numerous 
component members have found 
out the hard way that their intended 
direction of travel did not match 
the forces of gravity and traction. 

For those travelling the West Gate 
Road, be mindful that this road can 
be dangerous during icy or snowy 
conditions. The road does not belong 
to the component and is not cleared 
of snow by our personnel. The road 
is also not high in the priority for 
clearing by the local government 
which means black ice and packed 
snow is likely.

The speed limit for West Gate Road 
is 50 KPH, however, 50 doesn’t always 
mean 50 – there are times when you’ll 
need to go slower based on driving 
conditions. The component experiences 
multiple traffic accidents each year 
along this road from those not heeding 
this warning – don’t be a statistic; 
remain vigilant and take it slow.

Excess idling 
It is a violation of German Traffic 

Law and E-3A Component Order  
3.4-1 to leave a vehicle in idle for 
more than 3 minutes. This means 
leaving the engine running while 
clearing windows of ice and snow  
is prohibited!

Use of lights, rear & parking lights
Fog is one of the most dangerous 

hazards a driver will have to face. 
Slow down and keep a safe distance, 
leaving enough space to safely stop  
in the event of an emergency. 

Ensure vehicle lights are clean 
and in working order. Parking lights 
should only be used for enhancing 
the visibility of a parked vehicle.

Finally, take special care when 
operating a vehicle during darkness 
or low visibility. Pay special attention 
to your surroundings and avoid 
distractions. 

Ignoring the lessons on winter 
safety is an easy way to find yourself 
in over your head. 

As the onset of winter approaches 
all component members, whether 
working in the motor pool or 
flightline, hitting the slopes, or 
enjoying the cooler temperatures 
with family and friends, use risk 
management in all you do. 

Winter is Here: Use caution on the icy roads

Photo by Sander Zijlstra
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I’m from The Netherlands and I’m 
20 years old. I will be working as 
an intern at the E-3A Component’s 
Public Affairs Office.

I’m studying International 
Communication and Media, an 
English spoken course in Utrecht,  
The Netherlands. 

I’m in my third year of studies 
and it is a rather international one, 
as it requires me to study abroad 
for a semester as well as work at a 
communication related internship for 
20 weeks. It’s certainly a busy year, 
but so far it’s been a lot of fun.

I spent the last semester abroad 
in Ottawa, Canada, where I took 
several English classes. While a bit 
frightening at first, having only 
myself to fall back on so far from 
home, it was a great experience in 
which I learned a lot and met some 
wonderful people. 

After that, it was time to start 
preparing for the internship. I’m quite 
happy to have been accepted here, as 
it seems to offer many opportunities 
for me to learn and grow as a 
communications professional. 

Guess Who? PAO welcomes new intern
As I write this on my first day,  

I think about the days ahead and 
I hope I can become a productive 
member of the team. 

I look forward to meeting and 
working with all of you during  
the upcoming months.

Can you guess who I am?  
I am Sander Zijlstra.

Farewell...  
Master Sgt. William Sullivan

I would like to say goodbye to the E-3A Component as I’m departing 
for my new assignment to Korea. I’ve been stationed at NATO Air Base 
Geilenkirchen, Germany, since April 2008. 

I’ve participate in many clubs, events and organizations but my most 
prized memories were participating in the Nijmegen March of the World, 
completing firearms training with the Bundeswehr, and deploying for 
Operation Unified Protector and Operation Afghan Assist. 

I’m taking more than just the medals and awards from each of these 
events; I’m taking away fond memories of the many colleagues and 
friends I’ve made here over the past five years. 

Good luck, sincerely Sergeant Sullivan.
Courtesy photo

Capt. Roar Sandal started in the 
Norwegian Air Force in August 
1979 and had several assignments 
before being stationed at Forward 
Operating Location Ørland, Norway, 
on Jan. 1, 2001. 

The captain started out as an ECS 
technician and then converted to a 
crew chief in 2004. 

He was an extremely professional, 
skilled and experienced member 
of the FOL staff and the E-3A 
Component. 

Captain Sandal was a person who 
cared a lot for his colleagues and 
was always promoting initiatives to 
improve working conditions both on 
a professional level but also on the 

social level. No task was too big  
or too small for him. 

With his pleasant behavior and 
knowledge, Roar was a respected 
and very much liked person. 

Our thoughts now go to his wife, 
Randi Fjeldvaer, their two daughters 
and their two grandchildren.

IN MEMORIAM Capt. Roar Sandal



First House in T

 Exclusive single, double & triple rooms  
with shower/WC, minibar 

 Suites equipped with modern appliances
such as kitchenette, microwave, coffee
machine, DVD player, balcony

 Apartments for families fully equipped with
modern appliances, two bedrooms, living 

 room, kitchen, microwave, coffee machine, 
bathroom/WC, DVD player or video recorder 

 Appliances for entire hotel: Wireless 
LAN, color tv, ASTRA, Premiere Pay-tv,  
direct dial phone, washers & dryers, sauna

Theodor Heuss Ring 15 phone:

  
+49 (0)2451 627-0    

52511 Geilenkirchen fax:      +49 (0)2451

 
627300

                          e-mail: office@cityhotel-geilenkirchen.de                  
          URL: www.cityhotel-geilenkirchen.de 

  Superior

Our r   fr    

Heating oil
low price

top service 

 
Berliner Ring 15-17             52511 Geilenkirchen              +49 (0)2451 68001   

SHELL
MARKEN
PARTNER

  Bischoff, Vliex & Schöngen, Pfennings GmbH & Co. KG

Located in building H-604 next to the JFC Library

So much more than just Insurance
Opening hours: Monday-Friday 9.30-12.30 and 13.30-16.30 Location: Building H-604, 

JFC HQ Brunssum, ext. 2492 T +31 (0)45 5262492 E jfc@meeus.com W jfc.meeus.com

Serving the NATO Community

DAY C A R E

Animal Hotel Abdissenbosch
For 30 years the address where your pet feels at home

New cat-place where your cat can move freely. Roomy outside place,  
playgrounds, central heated. Grooming salon,  

also Do-It-Yourself wash salon for pets.

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and 16:00-19:00 hrs.
Sundays and holidays closed for bringing in or picking-up.

Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AN Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English)

DAY C A R E

Animal Hotel Abdissenbosch
For 30 years the address where your pet feels at home

New cat-place where your cat can move freely. Roomy outside place,  
playgrounds, central heated. Grooming salon,  

also Do-It-Yourself wash salon for pets.

Opening hours: Monday-Saturday 08:00-12:00 and 16:00-19:00 hrs.
Sundays and holidays closed for bringing in or picking-up.

Vogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AN Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English)

AHVogelzankweg 230 • NL-6374 AH Landgraaf • phone +31 (0)45 5317217
www.dierenhotelabdissenbosch.nl (also in English und auch im Deutsch) 
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 Audi A1 3-trg. Attraction 1.2 TFSI 63 kW (86 PS), 5 Gang,
 Grundpreis ab Werk (inkl. MwSt.),  Lackierung:  Brillant-
 schwarz,  Ausstattung:  schw./schw. – schw./schw./titan-
 grau,  Sonderausstattungen/Zubehör:  Comfort-drive-
 Paket, Ablagepaket, Klimaanlage manuell, Mittelarm-
 lehne vorn, Sitzheizung vorn, Radioanlage Chorus,
 Seitenairbags vorn, Kopfairbag, el. Außenspiegel, ESP,
 el. FH, Start-Stopp-System, ZV mit FB u.v.m.
 Finanzierungsbeispiel:
 +  Hauspreis  15.379,00 ¤
 + Überführung/Kfz-Brief-Gebühr  597,99 ¤
 – Anzahlung 18,71 %  2.990,00 ¤
 = Nettodarlehnsbetrag  12.986,99 ¤
 + Zinsen  814,07 ¤
 + Bearbeitungsgebühr  454,54 ¤
 = Darlehnssumme  14.255,60 ¤
 +  Laufzeit:  36 Monate
 +  Nominalzins:  p. a. 2,41 %

 +  effektiver Jahreszins (UD):  3,90 %

 +  35 monatliche Raten:  149,00 ¤
 +  Schlussrate bei 10.000 km/Jahr:  9.040,60 ¤

 Kraftstoffverbrauch:
 innerorts 6,2 l/100 km
 außerorts 4,4 l/100 km
 kombiniert 5,1 l/100 km

 CO 2 -Emissionen:
 kombiniert 118 g/km

 Alle Werte inkl. 19 % MwSt.

 * Ein Angebot der Audi Bank.
 *  Bonität vorausgesetzt.

(l. to r.w):  
Achim Käfferlein, 
Martin Deffur, 
Michael Wittwer, 
Gerd Caron, 
Lothar Herfs, 
Marcel Oellers, 
Markus Weber, 
Alfred Deffur, 
Michael Marx. 

Jacobs  
automobile  
sales team  
looks  
forward  
to your  
visit: 

Visit. 
Watch. 
And discover.

The Audi specialist  
in your region.

Our finance offer for you
Audi A1, 3-door, Attraction 1.2 TFSI 63 kW (86HP), 5-gear, basic 
price ex works (incl. VAT), Color painting: ‘brilliant black’, interior: 
black/ titan-grey. Additional special features: comfort drive pack-
age, depot package, air-conditioning (manual), middle armrest 
(front), heated seats (front),  radio Chorus, side airbags (front), head 
airbag, electronic mirrors, ESP, electronic window lift, start/stop 
system, central locking with radio control, and much more. 

Financing example: 
 Dealers’ price is
+ overcrossing / registration document
- down payment 18,71%
=  net amount of loan
+  interest rate
+ administration fee
= amount of loan
 Contract period: 36 months
 Nominal interest rate

 Annual percentage rate

 35 monthly rates
 Ending rate with 10,000 km/year

Fuel consumption:
In town 6.2 l/100 km
Out of town 4.4 l/100 km
Combined 5.1 l/100 km

CO2 emissions:
Combined 118 g/km

All prices incl. 19% VAT

* A special offer by Audi Bank. 
  Subject to the condition of 
  credit-worthiness. 
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MWA InformationFebruary
Visit the Services Branch WSS Web Page for the  

latest program information and upcoming events.

MWA Card
MWA Cards are issued in Building 80, Room 13, from 0900 to 1130 and 

1300 to 1500 Monday through Thursday and 0900 to 1130 on Fridays. It is 
60 euro, cash only, for a 12 month membership, which entitles you to a 30 
percent discount on all food and beverage items purchased at the E-3A Club  
or Rotodome and on participation in all MWA programmes on base. 

Rotodome
The Rotodome, which serves breakfast, lunch and dinner along with a wide 

variety of pizza and salads, is open Monday through Friday from 0600 to 1900. 
For detailed information on menus, food items and price structure, visit the 
Component’s Food Services System WSS page. 

All meals are available for carry-out, to include pizza which can be pre-
ordered by calling ext. 4937. During the Carnival period, the Rotodome will  
be closed on Feb. 11 and will close at 1330 on Feb. 1 and Feb. 7. 

For more information, contact Rene Peeters at ext. 4990 or via e-mail at 
rpeeters@e3a.nato.int.

E-3A Club
The E-3A Club is open Monday through Wednesday from 1100 to 1600, 

Thursdays from 1100 to 2100 and Fridays from 1100 to 1800. Happy Hour, 
with discounted prices on beverages, is from 1600 to 1800. The club will be 
closed on Feb. 1 and from Feb. 5 to Feb. 12.

The Red Lion Bar is open every Wednesday from 1600 to 2200. The Bavarian 
Keller is open every second Thursday of from 1600 to 2200. 

Sports Department
The New Gym is open Monday through Friday from 0600 to 2300 and from 

0800 to 2000 on the weekends. No Sports staff available at the New Gym 
on the weekends or after 1700 Monday through Thursday and after 1430 
on Fridays. Patrons wishing to check out equipment need to do so before the 
above-mentioned times.

All Component personnel are authorised to utilise the sports facilities free of 
charge. However, participation in fitness classes with instructor are restricted 
to personnel in possession of a valid MWA Membership Card. Dependants 
are also required to be in possession of a valid membership card to utilise 
the Gym. Visit the Sports Departments WSS page to see a schedule of the 
upcoming fitness classes.

International Library 
The International Library, situated in Building 96, is open Monday through 

Friday from 1100 to 1500. The library offers a large variety of books, 
periodicals, audio and video materials. 

The regular book collection contains over 12.000 books and is divided into 
9 language categories: Danish, Dutch, English, French, German, Greek, Italian, 
Norwegian, and Turkish. 

In addition to the regular collection, there is a paperback book exchange, 
the McNaughton book Collection, assorted university text, and a large 
juvenile section with over 2.500 children’s books. 40 periodicals in the English 
language and the daily Stars and Stripes can be read in the relaxed atmosphere 
at our library. Our audio resources include more than 500 music CDs and  
50 language courses and audio books. 

Also, more than 650 DVDs for adults and children are available as well as  
6 public computers for Internet use. Come and check out our new collection 
of CDs and DVDs. All is free of charge for all NATO ID card holders (small 
charge for usage of copy machine (A3 and A4) and printer for Internet pages).

Thrift Shop
The Thrift shop is located in Building 65 next to the NATEX Gas Station and 

Garage. The shop is open every Tuesday and Thursday from 1000 to 1400. It 
offers a variety of items to include new and used men’s/women’s/children’s 
clothing, handbags and accessories, household appliances, small furniture 
items, entertainment/electronics, decorations, toys and seasonal items. 

The Thrift Shop will also sell your goods! Patrons can bring 10 items to sell 
per visit. Six weeks before moving – 20 items to sell per visit. 15 percent of 
sales are given to support Component MWA funds.

            Upcoming Events
& 

IYA Activities

The events listed below are open to US and NATO identification card holders. 
For registration or further information on the IYA activities, call ext. 4955.

Robert Burns Night
The E-3A Club will host a traditional Scottish “Burns Supper” on Jan. 25 

at 1900. The evening will feature a World Famous Bagpiper and Drummer! 
Tickets are 42 euro or 32 if you have a valid MWA Card. The ticket price 
includes dinner, half a bottle of wine and whisky. Tickets holders also have a 
chance to win a special bottle of whisky from the Glengoyne Distillery.

Hearts Apart Support Meeting
Schinnen ACS will host a support meeting for youth separated from a 

loved one on January 25th. This meeting will take place at the AFNORTH 
International School library from 1230 to 1330. These meetings are held 
monthly. Please call the ACS Deployment Readiness Office for more details at 
31(0)46-443-7218.

Sleeping Beauty Pantomime
On January 25th-27th and February 1st-3rd, the Alliance Players will be 

presenting “Sleeping Beauty the Panto” at the Alliance Theater o JFC HQ 
Brunssum. The shows on the 25th, 26th, 1st and 2nd will be at 1900, while 
the shows on the 27th and 3rd will be at 1400. Tickets are 6 euros for adults 
and 4 for children and will be sold at the door.

Pregancy and Childcare Classes
On January 26th and 27th classes will be taught on pregnancy and child 

care at the ACS Conference room from 1000 to 1600. These classes will involve 
labor, delivery, caring for your newborn and breastfeeding basics. One-one 
sessions are available, call NPSP at 0031(0)46-443-7335 to set up a time.

Volkshochshule Language Courses 
Volkshochschule, the official German College for Adults, is starting its 

winter-spring semester the week of Jan. 28. Classes are held in Bldg 141. 
Register in class. Further information, call ext. 4955. 

Heinsberg Hospital Tour
The meeting place for the maternity/obstetric ward tour is the Heinsberg 

Hospital lobby Jan. 30 at 1800. For more information, contact the New Parent 
Support Program at ACS. Call 31(0)46-443-7335.

Table Tennis Tournament
The tournament will be held at the New Gym Jan. 31 from 1300 to 1530. 

The deadline to register is Jan. 25.

MWA Carnival Dinner Dance Night
The celebration is on Feb. 1 but you should buy your tickets now. 

Free Country Music Concert featuring Ali Dee
The Armed Forces Entertainment presents a free concert featuring Ali Dee, 

Country Music artist and star of texas women on CMT, on Feb 1 with doors 
opening at 1900 and the show starting at 2000. For more information, 
call  0031- (0)46-443 7370.

Super Bowl at the ICC
Come and join us for a poker tournament and Live Broadcast of the Super 

Bowl! The evening includes Super Bowl admission, snacks, breakfast and all 
you can drink beer and soft drinks! Tickets are 20 euro/10 without drinks or  
25 euro/15 euro without drinks if you purchase them at the door. For more 
information or to find ticket locations, please call +31-(0)4-526-3188 
or e-mail conferencecenter@ymail.com.

CDC/SAS Parent’s Night Out
Enjoy a night out while CYSS takes care of your children from 1800 to  

2300 on Feb. 22 and/or March 22. Child care, which includes a light dinner,  
is $20 per child with each sibling at $18 or AFC benefits can be used.  

However, the care is only open to CYSS registered children infant to 6th 
grade. The fees are non-refundable. Care is located at JFC Brunssum BLDG 
H-501. To sign-up contact PCS at 31(0)45-526-3121 or stop by to make your 
reservation. The deadlines to sign-up are Feb. 20 or March 20, respectively. 
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Call 02451 2983

Culpeck Insurance Broker GmbH

Haihoverstrasse 11
    D- 52511 Geilenkirchen

    Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com

We proudly introduce and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.

Airport Shuttle Service
Zentrale Schumacher

Phone: +49 (0)2452 - 7777  
Call for information/reservations and ask for Mary

Only 9 miles from base and only 
1 mile to the centre of Heinsberg.

Indoor pool, playgrounds and jogging path, 
various shopping facilities and restaurants 
within walking distance.

Fully equipped modern kitchen, washer, 
dryer, SAT-TV, DVD- and CD Player,
free high speed DSL Internet, babybed, 
highchair, toys, backyard, basket-ball.

Free weekly cleaning.

  Gästehaus Cosima
Kuhlertstraße 71

D-52525 Heinsberg-Schafhausen
            Tel.: +49 (0) 2452-930600  •  Fax: +49 (0) 2452-930700

  www.gaestehauscosima.de  •  gaestehauscosima@t-online.de

Kuhlertstraße 71
  Gästehaus Cosima

Kuhlertstraße 71

Enjoy your transition in this 
independent guesthouse.

Cosima’s Lodge

For further information or reservations 
please contact  Mrs. Cosima Gödde at: 

Cosima’s Lodge
School bus stop, indoor pool, playgrounds 
and jogging path, various shopping 
facilities and restaurants within walking 
distance.

Rumpenerstraat 49   6443 CC Brunssum   Phone +31 (0)45 564 01 58   www.elcomal.nl

VOLVO

30 YEARS MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC SALES

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES AND HIGHEST SERVICE

ceo@volvotaxfreecars.com

www.natocarsales.com
24/7 direct line: 0031 613035141ceo@natocarsales.com 

For reservations please call: +49 (0)2454 1414, or fax: +49 (0)2454 939301
All-Day Dining as of 1100 hrs • Reservation highly recommended

Phone +49 (0)24 54 - 14 14
Fax       +49 (0)24 54 - 93 9301 www. Haus-Hamacher.de

Café Restaurant Partyservice

52538 Gangelt • Am Freibad 10

American cuisine
Our famous, large 

08-12 February - Carnival Buffet

English spoken

Finally back after Carnival

USA-WEEK

   DISCOUNT COUPON  valid on a
total treatment

of euro 125,-

•
•
•
•
•

 your car is being hand-washed with wax shampoo for only €  13,50
 car cleaning
 Permagard protective coating
 dent removal without repainting
 spot repair

✁

✁✁

✁
of € 10.00

Heerlen   •   Breukerweg 195   •   Heerlen   •   +31 (0)45 - 522 59 00

for your total car cleaning

info@houxdigiprint.nl | www.houxdigiprint.nl

DIGITAL PRINT &
OFFSET CENTREXL

DIGITAL PRINT & 
OFFSET CENTREXL

Prints - offset and digital 
Design / DTP
Birth- / Weddingcards
Personalized mailings
Mobile presentation systems
Corporate design
XL prints
Banners (with frames)
Manuals
Price lists
Plastic bags
Printed binders

Arendstraat 3
6135 KT Sittard
Phone +31 (0)46 4582111

Brusselsestraat 134
6211 PJ Maastricht
Phone +31 (0)43 3256505



Whether in snow, rain, ice or hail – BMW xDrive, the intelligent all-wheel drive system is always in its element. 
It reliably transfers the driving power to the wheel with the surest footing whenever road surfaces or driving 
conditions change – providing outstanding traction and superior handling on all surfaces. To experience 
BMW xDrive for yourself, drop by a PCS facility and take a test-drive. For details on the many benefits offered 
exclusively through BMW Military Sales, visit www.pentagoncarsales.com

HIGH TECHNOLOGY FOR 
LOW PRESSURE AREAS.

BMW XDRIVE. THE INTELLIGENT ALL-WHEEL 
DRIVE SYSTEM. AVAILABLE IN 28 BMW MODELS.

+ BMW Factory Direct Prices
+ BMW Factory Warranty
+ BMW Home Shipping incl.
+ PCS Trade-In Program
+ Online Ordering Service

THE ONLY OFFICIAL BMW MILITARY SALES AGENCY AUTHORIZED TO SERVE YOU IN THESE AREAS. 

PENTAGON CAR SALES

Ramstein
Kindsbacher Str. 47
66877 Ramstein-Miesenbach
Tel: 06371 61 39 90

Germany
Kaiserslautern
Kaiserstrasse 1
67661 Kaiserslautern
Tel: 0631 351 90 40

Heidelberg
Tel: 06371 613 9936
Email: HD@
pentagoncarsales.com

Wiesbaden
Ludwig-Wolker-Str. 14
55252 Mainz-Kastel
Tel: 06134 567 80

Spangdahlem
Im Kreuzgarten 1 A
54529 Spangdahlem
Tel: 06565 93 69 90

Aviano
Via Pordenone 48D
33081 Aviano (PN)
Tel: 0434 676 613

Italy Spain
Naples
Tel: 0434 676 613
Email: Naples@
pentagoncarsales.com

Sigonella
Tel: 0434 676 613
Email: Sig@
pentagoncarsales.com

Vicenza
Viale Della Pace 254
36100 Vicenza (VI)
Tel: 0444 91 09 38

Rota
Plaza Del Triunfo 6
11520 Rota (Cadiz)
Tel: 956 840 201


