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From www.nato.int

It’s been 30 years since the E-3A 
first landed in Geilenkirchen airbase 
in Germany, marking the start of a 
new era in airspace surveillance.

It all started with a highly 
successfull Spotters Event on June15. 
The gates of the airbase were opened 
to the public and on June 16 and 17 
to mark this special occasion. 

It was a unique opportunity for the 
public to have an idea of what goes 
on behind the gates of the air base 

and provided some insight into the 
Component’s history, aircraft and 
daily operations.

The AWACS aircraft were of 
course in the spotlight during the 
celebrations, but some of the NATO 
nations represented at Geilenkirchen 
also brought in a special aircraft 
from their country to create an 
extensive and unique display for the 
visitors. Guests also enjoyed a varied 
entertainment programme.

But behind the celebrations lies  
a very serious purpose. Since its  

arrival on 28 February 1982 the  
E-3A AWACS with their distinctive 
“radar dish” have conducted  
countless missions including air 
policing, counter-terrorism, crisis 
response and demonstrative  
force operations. 

As well as providing air support to 
meetings of Alliance heads of state, 
governmental and non-governmental 
meetings, and NATO summits, the 
AWACS have also played a crucial 
role in NATO operations, such as 
Unified Protector in 2011. The fleet is 
currently carrying out air surveillance 

above Poland in support of the Euro 
2012 Football Championships which 
run until July 1. 

Reflecting on the past three 
decades, Brig. Gen. Burkhard 
Pototzky, Component commander 
said, “Over the last 30 years, the men 
and women of the E-3A Component 
have earned an outstanding 
reputation for professionalism, 
dedication and complete success at 
every endeavour.”

For more pictures from the 30 Year 
Jubilee, see page 6 and 7.

AWACS celebrates 30th anniversary

1  YEAR 
167  DAYS

Photo by Andrea Hohenforst
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From www.nato.int

Not many people would 
immediately associate NATO with the 
Euro 2012 Football Championship. 
But NATO’s “Eye in the Sky”, the 
AWACS (Airborne Warning & Control 
System) will be playing an important 
role in the security of the European 
teams’ competition.

As a consequence of the 9/11 
terrorist attacks, NATO governments 
have been able to request the air 
surveillance and control capability  
of NATO AWACS to assist with 
security for major public events. 

Poland, as co-host of the 
competition along with Ukraine, is 
the latest NATO member to make 
such a request. 

Other high-visibility events to 
which the AWACS have been called 
in include the 2004 Summer Olympic 
Games in Greece, the 2004 European 
Football Championship in Portugal, 

and the 2006 World Cup Football 
Championship in Germany, as well 
as important meetings held by other 
international organisations. 
  
The fleet of Boeing E-3A ‘Sentry’ 
AWACS conduct a wide range of 
missions such as air policing, counter-
terrorism, crisis response and 
demonstrative force operations. 

As well as providing air support to 
meetings of Alliance heads of state, 
governmental and non-governmental 
meetings, and NATO summits, the 
AWACS have also played a crucial role 
in NATO operations, such as Unified 
Protector in 2011. 
  
The NATO AWACS is the Alliance’s 
largest collaborative programme and 
is celebrating its 30th anniversary this 
year. In keeping with the Secretary 
General’s “Smart Defence” initiative, 
the programme is an example of 
what NATO member countries, in 
this case 18 nations, can achieve 
by pooling resources and working 

together in a truly multinational 
environment. 

 
 So as football fans watch their 
national teams battle against each 

other in the Euro 2012 tournament, 
they can be reassured that some 
of their fellow citizens are united 
in ensuring the security of the 
competition.

Keeping an eye on the ball

Courtesy photo
NATO E-3A Component Squadron 3 crew on board the AWACS over Poland during 
the European Soccer Championships 2012.

Two weekends ago, we celebrated 
the 30 Year Jubilee of the NATO E-3A 
Component. To mark this occasion, 
we opened the gates of our base to  
the outside community. As many of 
you know, we had a great deal of  
difficulty organizing this event. But, 
time and time again, you have shown  
you will step up to any challenge and 
complete it with outstanding results. 

Despite the growing pains and 
adversity experienced in putting 
the Jubilee together, we were very 
successful in our efforts. The results 
were evident  this past weekend. 

More than 40,000 people from the 
local area visited the base on June 16th 
and 17th to celebrate the Component’s 
30th Anniversary with us. 

The success of this celebration 
would not have been possible without 
hard work and dedication from all of 
you over the past twelve months as  
we prepared for the celebration. 

Even with the all last minute 
changes and final details being 
ironed out, we came together 
as a Component and in the end 
accomplished our goal. 

I am proud to report we have 
received nothing but positive 
feedback from the public and the 
local media about the “30 Year 
Jubilee” event. 

You made it happen. Even while 
continuing to accomplish your daily 
mission locally and supporting 
operations in Afghanistan, you were 
able to work through the obstacles 
and differences and put on a world 
class show for the public. Because of 
your efforts, we were able to show 
the members of the surrounding 
communities what we do here at 

Geilenkirchen and, more importantly, 
why it is so important to all our 
countries. 

As your commander, I am 
extremely impressed with the way 
you came together as a team to make 
the Jubilee happen. Job well done.
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Their squadron’s deployment 
motto may have been “ROTO 18 - 
Hostile and Uncooperative.” However, 
they were anything but. 

Squadron 2, their maintainers, 
CIS personnel and the support team 
kicked off their 37-day deployment 
by aggressively taking on the build up 
of the Morale and Welfare Activity 
(MWA) facility, celebrating the E-3A 
Component’s 30 Year Anniversary, 
flying the 500th combat mission 
sortie over Afghanistan and raising 
money to help fight cancer. 

The outgoing Force Element 
Commander, Lt. Col. Helmut Diwo, 
had laid much of the ground work for 
the MWA by organizing the material 
and equipment. Squadron 2 provided 
extra on site engineering and on 
demand construction teams to build 
the “Runway 27/09” walk strip, GK 
(East) Tower, Outside Deck, and a 
MacGuyver-esque brick grill that will 
last for years to come and be enjoyed 
by those that follow. 

During the build-up process, 
Squadron 2 worked with OFW 

Kira Weber, of the German 
FeldJagerEinsKP, in Mazar-e Sharif on 
a very unique fund-raiser, a multi-
hundred euro head shaving and 
haircutting event. 

The “victim” was hesitant to take 
part but agreed to only on condition 
that 400 euro would be raised.  
Lt. Col. Thorsten “TOAST” Hinrichsen 
organized the high speed/low drag 
haircutting fund drive and people 
were lining up to drop their euros  
in the hat.

“I regret being only the second 
guy in line to donate and I’d like to 
challenge our sister squadrons to 
surpass us for this good cause,” said 
the Detachment Commander,  
Lt. Col. “Woody” Query.

Weber was amazed by the 
outpouring of support, stating “this 
was the most money ever raised in a 
single hair cutting event.” By the time 
it was all said and done, the initial 
donation collection goal was easily 
surpassed with a total of 1,070 euros 
being collected and one cue ball added 
to the motley crews of Squadron 2! 

As the 500th mission and 30 Year 
Jubilee approached, the crews and CIS 
personnel and maintainers wanted 
to ensure the new MWA facility had 
a proper name - one that instilled a 
sense of “everyone is welcome here.” 

During a celebratory BBQ event 
to commission the new MWA 
and celebrate both the jubilee 
and upcoming milestone mission, 
everyone voted and the resounding 
answer was “Area 52” - appropriately 
named after the local aircraft call 

sign used by all crews. For the  
current Force Element Commander, 
Lt. Col. Kees Pauw, the 30 Year 
Jubilee surely was an epic celebration 
that was regrettably missed, but “...
steady improvement and quietly 
getting the mission done has its own 
satisfaction!”

Colonel Hoppe, Kommodore EG 
Mazar-e Sharif, was on hand June 19 
to congratulate the crew who flew 
the 500th Operation Afghan Assist 
mission.

Squadron 2 Lions celebrate 30 Year Jubilee in Afghanistan; Fly 500th OAA Mission

The crew who flew the 500th Operation Afghan Assist mission and the crew chiefs 
responsible for aircraft launch and recovery of the aircraft pose for a photo.

Courtesy photo

Capt. Inge Skribeland,

Twenty Norwegian officers 
were awarded national medals for 
participating in various operations. 
The Norwegian National Military 
Representative to NATO (NMR), 
Maj. Gen. Trond Karlsen from 
SHAPE, honored the officers during 
a ceremony June 21 at the E-3A Club 
on NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen. 

During the ceremony, 13 current 
and four former Component 
members were honored with medals 
for participating in Operation Afghan 
Assist (OAA), Operation Unified 
Protector (OUP) and Operation Active 
Endeavour (OAE). There were also 
three officers from other locations, 
who received medals for participating 
in OUP. 

Several of the officers received 
medals for participating in all three 
operations. All in all a total of 36 
medals were awarded. Maj. Stig Falck 
was also awarded with a medal for 
more than 25 years of service in the 
Norwegian Armed Forces.

Norwegian officers have 
participated from the start in all 
three operations and have proved 
their professionalism throughout the 
operations. With a high ops tempo 
and rapid rotations into the different 
theaters they have contributed and 
are still contributing to the overall 
success of the ongoing missions. 

Operation Unified Protector was 
an especially demanding mission 

were the crews, as well as the ground 
personnel, were put to the test of 
what is possible to achieve. The 
mission has been described as a 
success and the Norwegian personnel 
can be proud of their contributions to 
the overall success of the mission.

The general mentioned in his 
speech that the feedback he gets on 
the performance of the Norwegian 
personnel is very positive. He 
expressed his concerns about the 
strain put on the families of the 
officers that also had to cope with 
all the deployments. The general 
showed his gratitude towards the 
wives by handing out flowers to  
all of them.

After the medal ceremony, General 
Karlsen spent time with the Norwegian 
personnel during a lunch in the E-3A 
club. The general was eager to learn 
about the experiences gained during 
the operations, but also about the 
work that is being performed at the 
Component every day.

Norwegian Component 
personnel receive medals

The different medals given, some of them 
with Roman numbers which indicates 
several rotations in the same operation.

Photo by Andrea Hohenforst

The Hungarian Minister of Defence, H.E. Csaba Hende and  
the Hungarian Deputy Chief of Defence, Lt. Gen. Zoltan 
Orosz, visited the E-3A Component June 21 at NATO Air Base 
Geilenkirchen. Minister Hende received a mission briefing, met 
with all Hungarian personal on the base and flew on a four 
hour sortie. The purpose of the minister’s trip was to familiarize 
himself with the Component’s mission and the AWACS.

Hungarian  
MOD visits  
Component

Photo by Staff Sgt. R. Michael Longoria
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   DISCOUNT COUPON  valid on a
total treatment

of euro 125,-

•
•
•
•
•

 your car is being hand-washed with wax shampoo for only €  13,50
 car cleaning
 Permagard protective coating
 dent removal without repainting
 spot repair

✁

✁✁

✁
of € 10.00

Heerlen   •   Breukerweg 195   •   Heerlen   •   +31 (0)45 - 522 59 00

for your total car cleaning

Call 02451 2983

Culpeck Insurance Broker GmbH

Haihoverstrasse 11
    D- 52511 Geilenkirchen

    Email: geilenkirchen@culpeck.com
Web: www. culpeck.com

We proudly introduce and welcome ALL NATIONALITIES.
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                              contact

Skywatch is the only authorized  
NATO AWACS Base Newspaper.

Hub Durlinger media
Phone  +31 (0)46 4529292
Mobile +31 (0)6 54726473
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10:00 @ Volkel, Zeelandsedijk # 11, 
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E-mail: cphop@yahoo.com

Christian Powerhouse of Prayer
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• Men’s Ministry • Choir • Dance Ministry • Children’s Church • Usher Ministry • 
• Mime Ministry • Teens Ministry • Hospitality Ministry • Women’s Ministry • 

• Audio-Visual Ministry • Nursery • Marriage & Singles Ministry •
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Pastor Peter D. & 
V. Frances Nunn

Altes Brauhaus
temporary

lodging

family-friendly accommodation 
for short or long-term stays.
Member
Professional
Association
of Innkeepers
International

Apartments feature:

•	With	or	Without	Kitchen
•	TV/DVD	player	and	hundreds	 

of titles
•	English	language	programming	 
with	SKY	Satellite

•	Free	wireless,	local	and	inter-
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Sauna	/	Tanning	Bed	/	Aerobics	
Trainer/Weight	Machine

Brauereistraße	4
Gangelt-Langbroich

+	49	(0)2454	936555
Brauhaus@langbro.de

www.langbro.de

Complimentary	
coffee	&	tea	bar

Summer Promotion:
Book now and receive

FREE CAR RENTAL
minimum 10-night stay, 30-day maximum*

* Visit  
   www.langbro.de   
   for details and restrictions
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Photo courtesy of the Sports Department

Swimming pool reopens 
Bert Hendriks and Fritz Stelten (right) from the Sports Department test the 
water temperature of the new pool that is heated to a pleasant 24 degrees 
Celsius. The completely renovated swimming pool was officially opened on 
June 19 by Maj. Peter Gerisch, Head Services Branch. Additionally, the pool was 
blessed by Father Boudreau and Padre Gorline. The heated swimming pool is 
open Monday to Friday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for lap swimming only, Monday 
to Friday from 1 to 7 p.m. for public swimming and Saturday to Sunday from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. for public swimming. The entrance fee is 2.50 euro per person 
with a MWA card and 3.50 euro per person for those without a MWA card. 
A 10+1 entrance booklet can be purchased for 22.50 euro with a MWA card 
or 33 euro without a MWA card. Season passes are also available. For more 
information, ask the staff at the swimming pool.

Members of Flying Squadron 1 witnessed a change in leadership June 19 on 
NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen. During a change-of-command ceremony at the 
E-3A Club, Col. John Backstrom, Operations Wing commander, handed over 
command of Flying Squadron 1 from Lt. Col. Marc A. Lynch to Lt. Col. Steven 
W. Klingman. The ceremony featured the “traditional” passing of the flag and 
the signing of the official transfer of authority certificates.

Flying Squadron 1 
welcomes new boss

Photo by  
Andrea Hohenforst
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Melchiorstraat 5, 6461 HZ Kerkrade 
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SPECTACULAR OUTDOOR PARK

OUTDOOR PARK
Adventure Trail
spectacular Adventure Park
6 Ziplines, totale length 1000 m.

€ 19,95 p.p. 
(kids up to 12 years € 16,95 p.p.)

ALPINE COASTER
speeds up to 42 km/h
trail of 1.2 km
3600 curve

1 ride € 2,50 p.p. 

5 rides € 9,95 p.p.

Opened daily from 10.00 hrs
(Sa & Su from 09.00 hrs)

Heidi & Peter’s 

Pancake house

All you can eat BBQ 

€ 16,95 p.p.

New sun terrace with view 

on the Outdoor Park

Exciting Adventure Trail Europe’s largest climbing park Breathtaking Alpine Coaster Spectacular Ziplines

NOW OPEN!!

25.000 M2
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JOY IS WITHIN REACH.

Pentagon Car Sales • www.PentagonCarSales.com

THE 2013 BMW 128i COUPÉ. FROM $465* PER MONTH.

Joy inspires people to perform at their maximum and when a difficult challenge has been overcome, joy is reflected in 
smiling faces. Reward yourself by enjoying the power and the dynamic driving experience that you only find in a BMW. 
With interest rates at an all time low there’s never been a better time to buy a new BMW, so why not drop by a PCS 
showroom near you and check out the full range of models offered through BMW Military Sales. For details on the latest 
interest rates and the many benefits offered through this exclusive program, visit www.pentagoncarsales.com

+ BMW Factory Direct Prices
+ BMW Factory Warranty
+ BMW Home Shipping incl.
+ PCS Trade-In Program
+ Online Ordering Service

*2013 BMW 128i Coupé with Automatic Transmission. Total vehicle cost $27,500 (ex-factory). 
Deposit $1,000. $26,500 financed for 60 months - 1.99% APR (inc .35% reduction for direct deposit 
and automatic payment – qualified borrowers only) at Service Credit Union. Prices and rates  
subject to change without notice.

28 mpg (Hwy) 230 hp128i Coupé

MAXImize mileage. MINImize cost.
With MINImalist pricing, the sporty but fuel efficient MINI range doesn’t cost the earth. With interest rates at a record low, it’s now easier
than ever to enjoy your tour of Europe in a new custom-built MINI. Arrange a test-drive at a Pentagon Car Sales showroom today. 

$ 18,900.00 MINI Cooper (2012)*
$ 1,000.00 Down Payment

*2012 MINI Cooper inc. MINI Home Shipping, ABS, Power Windows/Mirrors, On-Board Computer, Alloys. RDS Radio/CD Player. Total vehicle cost $18,900 
(ex-factory). 1.99% APR Typical (inc. .35% reduction for direct deposit and automatic payment at SCU - qualified borrowers only). Prices & rates subject 
to change without notice.

MINI Cooper
City 29 mpg
Hwy 37 mpg
Comb 32 mpg

www.PentagonCarSales.com

MINIMALISM.

$ 17,900.00 Finance Amount 
$       315.00 60 Monthly Payments*


