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Visit of German minister of Defence Dr. Franz Josef Jung to the Allied Joint Force Command headquarters in Brunssum and the NATO E-3a Component (AWACS) in Geilenkirchen

On the 9th of August 2007, the German Minister of Defence, Dr. Franz Josef Jung, will visit the “Allied Joint Forces Command Headquarters Brunssum” (JFC  HQ Brunssum) and the NATO E-3A Component at the Geilenkirchen air base. The Chief of the General Staff, Federal Armed Forces of Germany, General Wolfgang Schneiderhan, will take part in this visit too.

General Egon Ramms, Commander of JFC HQ Brunssum will give a brief primarily focused on the current situation of the ISAF mission in Afghanistan. This will be followed by a brief from the Chief of the German Delegation about his mission within the HQ. At noon, the Minister will have the opportunity to meet German soldiers and their dependents for lunch.

In the afternoon the Minister will be received by the Component Commander, USAF Brigadier General Stephen D. Schmidt at the Geilenkirchen Air Base, where NATO operates the airborne early warning and control force, known as AWACS (Airborne Warning and Control System). The Minister will receive information about the current mission and its challenges, as well as the technical features of the special airplanes.

The Allied Joint Force Command Headquarters has spent 40 years in Brunssum and it is one of the three operational headquarters of NATO, which are subordinated to the “Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe” (SHAPE) at Mons (Belgium). Brunssum is the lead operational headquarters for the ISAF mission in Afghanistan. Serving in the headquarters are approximately 660 soldiers coming from 23 different NATO nations and 340 civilian employees.

The NATO E-3A component was officially inaugurated in 1982 in Geilenkirchen and is the Main Operating Base for the specially modified Boeing aircraft with the distinctive mounted radar. The fleet is composed of 17 aircraft; soldiers from 14 different nations operate them all over the world. Not all of the 17 planes are based in Geilenkirchen air base, they can also be operated from Forward Operating Bases in Italy, Greece, Turkey or Norway.

Note for the Editor:

Media are invited to take part in this event.

Interested media are kindly requested to register with the enclosed Registration Form  not later than 06th of August 2007, 15:00 hours via FAX or eMail at the given address.

Please be advised that due to security reasons it is not possible to take care of registrations after 06th of August 2007.

Answers or questions please direct to : 

JFC Public Information Office.

Telephone +31 (0)45 526 2409 - Fax: +31 (0)45 526 3095

Email: pio@jfcbs.nato.int - Internet: www.jfcbs.nato.int
planed schedule for the 09 Aug 07:

until 08:45
Arrival of Media at the Maingate of Geilenkirchen Air Base, Check-In


09:45

Arrival of Defence Minister (opportunity for pictures and filming)



Welcome address by General Ramms


after

Four-eyes-talks Minister / Commander JFC HQ (without Media)

 


meanwhile program for the media



+ presentation of Joint Force Command HQ Brunssum



+ presentation of main mission ISAF and NRF
 


+ static display of deployable IT-equipment in use for NRF

12:00

Minister meets German soldiers (opportunity for pictures and filming)


ca. 12:15

Transfer Media to Geilenkirchen / Air Base, snack, drinks

13:15
Minister arrives at Geilenkirchen Air Base
Welcome address by Brigadier General (US Air Force) Stephen D. Schmidt
(possibility for pictures and filming)


followed by
Program Minister without Media 



meanwhile special program for media: 
 


+ get into an AWACS aircraft,



+ Interviews with aircrews and other members of the squadron.

15:30

Press conference with:

· Minister Dr. Franz Josef Jung,

· General Egon Ramms,

· General Wolfgang Schneiderhan,

· Major General Axel Tüttelmann (Commander NATO AWACS Force Command),

· Colonel Reinhard Mack, German Senior National Representative.


16:00 

END
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