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News release   
Updated version

18 June 2007

Crowds visit Geilenkirchen Air Base to celebrate 25th Anniversary of NATO E-3A Component 

Anniversary event with unique static aircraft display and entertainment atrracts visitors from around the world

“We’ve never had a celebration like this before,” exclaimed a delighted Brigadier General Stephen D. Schmidt, Commander of the E-3A Component. “We wanted to share this special event with the public and the huge number of visitors shows us there is great interest in the Component and its mission.” 

Attendance figures for the weekend’s festivities exceeded everyone’s expectations. As a result of large crowds on Sunday, both the admission time and closing time for the event were extended to accommodate enthusiastic visitors.

Over forty aircraft lined up in a unique static display on a 2,000-metre stretch of the flightline
. Among them were the famous B-52 bomber and several of the AWACS aircraft with their characteristic radar dish on top of the fuselage. During the busiest times, lines of people stretched for up to a hundred metres, waiting at the aircraft that were open for viewing.

In two of the large hangars, which are normally used for maintenance work on the aircraft, the NATO member states had national display stands and a show program featuring 23 music and dance groups. The highlight of the program was an anniversary parade with international military bands. 

“Our Component is an example of international cooperation at its best. People from 15 NATO member states have been working together here for 25 years and this celebration shows how successful this joint effort has been,” said General Schmidt. 

“This event was truly an amazing success.  We especially want to thank all of our neighbors and the local authorities for helping make this a special event that the entire community could enjoy.  Without the cooperation and support of the local community such a large scale celebration wouldn’t have been possible.”
Background to the 25th anniversary of the NATO E-3A Component 

The 25th anniversary of the NATO E-3A Component represents 25 years of successful cooperation, in which the members of the world’s only multinational operational flying unit pursue a common goal: safeguarding the airspace worldwide. They do this not only in crisis regions [-as people generally know-] but also at major public events, most recently during the football World Cup in 2006, where the conspicuous AWACS aircraft with their characteristic radar dish were a notable presence, thereby making a major contribution to security.

Component members live in more than 90 communities in the triangle formed by the borders of Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium. With a workforce of 3,100 military and civilian personnel, Geilenkirchen Air Base is the most important employer and the most significant economic factor in the region.

Media contact: 

Martina Kiphardt, CP/COMPARTNER 

Tel.: 0201 1095 257, fax: 0201 1095 141, cell phone: 0178.2891498, e-mail:

kiphardt@cp-compartner.de

Further information about this anniversary is available on the Internet at: www.e3a.nato.int
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