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Report reveals NATO Air Base’s positive financial effect on area

NATO AIR BASE GEILENKIRCHEN, GERMANY – An Economic Impact 

Study, compiled by the E-3A Component here, documented the NATO Air Base 

Geilenkirchen’s financial effect on neighbouring communities as 262.4 million euro within a 

200-kilometre radius, containing a populace of 450,000, and 417.8 million euro overall 

throughout Europe and North America in 2006.

The total monetary figure consists of the installation’s contribution to its neighbours 

(262.4 million €) and another 155.4 million € obligated elsewhere.   Last year’s data revealed 

an increase of 17.5 million € and 20.7 million € respectively from 2005.


“From major construction projects to more personnel, it is not surprising that we saw 

our local economic impact increase by 17.5 million €.  It was a very busy year for us in 

2006,” said Brig. Gen. Stephen D. Schmidt, E-3A Component commander.  “We also 

experienced key improvements in our environmental efforts as the Component significantly 
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reduced the number of air movements (take offs/landings/touch and goes) around 

Geilenkirchen to the lowest level since NATO stood up the organization in the 1980s.”

The second-year report analyzed several factors such as the number of personnel 

working at the installation, associated payroll costs and operational expenses such as 

construction, service contracts, as well as equipment and supplies.  For example, in 2006, the 

Component employed 3,150 plus military and civilian members, accounting for 140.7 million 

€, as well as generated an estimated 1,774 indirect jobs valued at more than 50.2 million €.  


Focused on capturing all air base expenditures, the EIS also included the financial 

influence of U.S. military pay and allowances on surrounding locales, which amounted to 

approximately 2.1 million € in 2006.  


“We are still on relatively new ground with the Economic Impact Study,” said Maj. 

Gary Gualano, deputy financial controller, E-3A Component.  “As with the first, this study 

accurately reflects the air base’s significant economic effect on the Tri-Border Region.”
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