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Geilenkirchen, 24 April 2007

15 nations – one mission: 25th anniversary of NATO E-3A Component in Germany
Dr. Ingo Wolf, NRW Minister of the Interior, presents coat of arms to 25th anniversary aircraft at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen

At the NATO Air Base in Geilenkirchen today, to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the NATO E-3A Component here, the Minister of the Interior of North Rhine Westphalia Dr. Ingo Wolf and the E-3A Component Commander Brig. Gen. Stephen Schmidt unveiled an aircraft decorated with 25th anniversary artwork. The Minister of the Interior signed under the official coat of arms of the state of North Rhine Westphalia, which was affixed to the anniversary aircraft. In presenting the coat of arms, he expressed the state government’s appreciation, saying “We are very glad to have been able to give the E-3A Component a home in North Rhine Westphalia for the past 25 years. In addition to the importance of its mission in the field of security policy, the Component provides a unique example of an ongoing spirit of international understanding and integration in North Rhine Westphalia”, declared Dr. Wolf.

General Schmidt emphasized the significance of the Component’s multinationality and mission: “The E-3A Component flew its first mission from Geilenkirchen Air Base on March 23rd, 1982.  With that flight, NATO introduced the world’s first fully integrated, international Air Force – the only Air Force that carries the NATO markings.  The unique nature of this Component is tied directly to the 15 participating nations, who contribute the funding, military personnel, and support that ensures security and stability around the world,” said General Schmidt.  “Since its inception, this Component has flown over 292,000 hours in the E-3A, and over 29,000 hours in the Training Cargo Aircraft, amounting to over 321,000 flying hours.  Thanks to improved technology, our newly upgraded aircraft continue to play an expanding role in providing surveillance during NATO operations.”

The unveiling of the aircraft at this ceremony attended by media representatives marked the start of the Component’s 25th anniversary celebration, which will culminate in a major event on 16 and 17 June 2007, when the E-3A Component opens its gates to the public. This event, with a static display of various aircraft and a programme of international music and dance performances, will enable visitors to experience for themselves the ongoing spirit of international cooperation at NATO Air Base Geilenkirchen.   

Background to the NATO E-3A AWACS aircraft

Since the NATO Air Base commenced operations on 24 February 1982, the aircraft with the radar dish above the fuselage have been tasked with many assignments. In addition to their core military task of airspace surveillance, they also safeguarded the Papal visit to Poland, the Soccer World Cup in 2006, as well as other major political and sporting events. 

Contact: Martina Kiphardt, CP/COMPARTNER Agentur für Kommunikation GmbH, Tel. + 49 201 1095 257, e-mail: kiphardt@cp-compartner.de

Further anniversary information is available on the Internet: www.e3a.nato.int
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