
25th Anniversary of the E-3A Component Simulator 
NATO AIR BASE GEILENKIRCHEN, GERMANY – The NATO E-3A Component proudly announced the 25th Anniversary of its flight deck simulator in a ceremony held on Friday, 23 February 2007.   This event is one in a series leading up to the largest celebration of the NATO AWACS community, the 25th Anniversary of the Component, 16-17 June 2007.

On 18 February 1982, the E-3A Component flight deck simulator was officially opened for training.  CAE Electronics in Montreal, Canada designed the simulator and a crew of 10 specialized technicians and engineers from CAE Elektronik GmbH Stolberg is permanently assigned to the NATO Air Base to maintain it.  The flight simulator has received over 100 upgrades from1986 until February of last year to meet the growing needs of the Component.   Incorporated in these upgrades are an air-to-air refuelling option, new visual display monitors, software, hardware and technological improvements to increase the accuracy of the training received.  The simulator is an integral part of the Component training curriculum.  It has provided the necessary training for approximately 1000 pilots and half as many flight engineers, simulating more than 60,000 take-offs and landings, totalling more than 93,647 hours of operation time.  In turn, providing the Component with a total of more than 290,830 live flying hours.  In order to celebrate this milestone, the E-3A Component and the Training Wing, hosted by CAE, gathered together on Friday, 23 February 2007.   Lt. Col. Ronneburger, chief of the flight simulator, introduced the CAE team and welcomed everyone to the reception. The E-3A Component Commander, Brig. Gen. Stephen D. Schmidt said, “the simulator is the bloodline of the Component which has existed at Geilenkirchen even before the first aircraft arrived.”  Schmidt stated the success of the simulator and training program is an excellent example of successful cooperation between the NATO E-3A Component, NAPMA, NAMSA, Force Command and CAE.  He emphasized the continued use of the simulator reduces resources by cutting down on fuel and aircraft maintenance. Additionally, it improves training and enhances flight safety by allowing a larger scope of flight troubleshooting to be constantly practiced on the ground.  He thanked Lt.Col Ronneburger for organizing the reception and offered special thanks to Mr. Horst Borghorst, mayor of Geilenkirchen, Brig. Gen. Berndt Glowacki, NAPMA general manager, Col. Ludwig Frank, assistant chief of staff, operations, Force Command, Mr. Hans-Joseph Paulus, the town representative of Teveren and, especially, to Mr. Klaus Nießen, CAE director of programs, the guest speaker. Nießen stated when CAE received the contract to build the simulator it also built a long- term partnership with the Component, NAPMA, NAMSA and Force Command.  He thanked the Component members and his team, saying without their high commitment and professionalism this wouldn’t be the success story that it is.  Thank you to all who celebrated with the Component.


For additional information about the Component’s flight deck simulator please 

contact the NATO E-3A Component, Public Information Office at pio@e3a.nato.int.


For the most current information regarding the 25th Anniversary celebration in June, log on to www.e3a.nato.int. 
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