
NATO E-3A COMPONENT ANNOUNCES 25th ANNIVERSARY 

NATO AIR BASE GEILENKIRCHEN, GERMANY - This year marks the 25th Anniversary of the NATO E-3A Component in Geilenkirchen, Germany.  To ensure this milestone in our history is as memorable as it is monumental, the Component will host a two-day celebration 16-17 June. 

Since the E-3A Component was formally activated on 28 June 1982 it has continued to play a vital role in all NATO operations.  After twenty-five years of aviation success, the NATO Airborne Early Warning & Control Force E-3A Component will open its gates to the public offering visitors a closer look at its history, aircraft and its daily activities.

The Component has provided anti-terrorism security support for events around the world, including 24-hour surveillance of the 2004 Summer Olympics in Greece, the Pope’s visit to Poland, the 2006 World Cup Soccer Championships and, most recently, the Riga Summit in Latvia, ultimately protecting heads of state, dignitaries and hundreds of thousands of spectators.

A crowd of 100,000 visitors is expected for the summer weekend festivities. This is the first time the Component has celebrated its heritage on such a large scale. The highlight of the event will be an extensive and unique static display of aircraft assembled from the NATO Airborne Early Warning & Control Force, partner nations, and numerous international civilian and military agencies.  In addition to these static displays, visitors will have the opportunity to experience a variety of cultures through displays, musical performances and dance presentations from the local area and many NATO nations. Vendors from participating nations will offer exclusive entertainment and cultural specialties across more than 100,000 square meters of exhibition space. In addition, two aircraft hangars with more than 11,000 square meters are available as exhibition halls.

Events leading up to the Anniversary Celebration: 

On 23 February, the Component will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of its flight deck simulator.  On 23 March, the Component will host a special event commemorating the 25th Anniversary of the first mission flight from Geilenkirchen.   Many of the original E-3A crew will join an operational crew on this flight making it a historic event.   Look out for the unveiling the specially designed 25th Anniversary commemorative paint scheme on one of our aircraft.  More information for this event will follow as details become available.  

As this anniversary will be a unique extraordinary event for NATO’s only flying unit, the past and present members of the Component are looking forward to welcoming visitors to come and enjoy this milestone in our international history.
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